
MATERIAL MATTERS

CONFERENCE HOT TOPICS
Our 24th Annual Conference and
Trade Show was a huge success.
Looking back on the event after
months of hard work, a couple
highlights stand out to me.

This year was our most successful
effort so far in presenting relevant
and innovative information in the
emerging field of green buildings

and sustainability.  Designing for energy efficiency and
incorporating recycled content materials into
construction and renovation projects is an exciting
avenue to explore new connections between recycling
and broader issues of environmental sustainability.

The forum on the Bottle Bill was listed as a highlight on
many evaluation forms.  We assembled a panel of five
recycling experts who explained why they thought a
bottle bill would or would not be a good idea for Illinois.
Hope Whitfield of Chicago Recycling Coalition presented
an overview of existing bottle bills in the U.S., and
advocated for a bottle bill in Illinois that combines the
merits of “traditional” and “market” approaches.  Steve
Schilling of Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook
County (SWANCC) raised concerns about the cost of
recycling in bottle bill states.  For example, it costs
Michigan $353 to recycle one ton of containers, while
SWANCC area communities pay an average of $85 per
ton to recycle through a comprehensive curbside

collection system.  Dewayne Johnson, executive director
of Iowa Recycling Association, reviewed the 26-year
history of Iowa’s bottle bill where approximately 92% of
containers are recovered in the state.  Greg Maxwell of
Resource Management argued that modern
developments in collection and processing technology
make single stream curbside collection the most efficient
and cost effective way to maximize recycling.  The forum
was concluded by David Wood of the Grass Roots
Recycling Network who pointed out that perhaps Canada
has the best models for developing new bottle bills.  

An opinion piece submitted by Greg Maxwell appears
below to provide a sample of the discussion that took
place in the forum.  Presentation summaries from each of
these speakers, as well as other conference sessions, can
be found on IRA’s Web site at www.illinoisrecycles.org. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION NOTE
Write-in candidate Dean Reed from Grundy County
Office of Solid Waste Management was elected to the
board of directors.  In the recent June election, Cori
English of West Cook County Solid Waste Agency had
been elected, however, she notified the association that
she is unable to serve due to accepting a new position
with the Forest Preserve District of Will County.  While
we regret losing Cori’s involvement, we wish her great
success in her new endeavor.  As the write-in candidate
receiving the most votes from the membership, Dean
Reed will be taking her place on the board.

FROM THE
executive Director

MIKE MITCHELL  •  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Hey, who’s in charge here?
Liam Michael Mitchell

Retailers Join City Recycling Program

The following is excerpted from an article appearing in the
Chicago Tribune on June 20, 2004.

In the latest attempt to bolster its sputtering blue-bag
recycling program, the city has persuaded
Dominick's and Walgreens stores to pack purchases
in blue bags that shoppers can later fill with
recyclables.

Chicago officials said the new approach makes it
easier for the public to participate in the city's
voluntary recycling effort, which calls on people to
separate paper, metal, plastic, glass and yard waste
from garbage, putting the items for recycling in blue
bags.

"Once they have a few of these bags lying around the
house, Chicagoans might even find it pretty difficult
not to recycle," said Al Sanchez, commissioner of the
city's Department of Streets and Sanitation.

Officials for Dominick's and Walgreens said they
would have to pay 25 to 50 cents more for every
thousand blue bags, compared with the cost of the
brown plastic bags they normally use.

But store officials said their companies agreed to
switch to blue bags at Mayor Richard Daley's request.
Customers will receive blue bags unless they request
the brown bags.

"We would hope that other retailers take note of their
actions and follow suit," Sanchez said.

City officials asked the Jewel and Whole Foods chains
to bag groceries in blue bags, but those companies
have not yet agreed, said Sadhu Johnston, the

mayor's aide for environmental initiatives.  A Jewel
spokeswoman said Friday the chain has not yet
decided whether it will make the switch.  Whole
Foods officials did not return calls.

When the blue-bag program began in 1996, officials
said they hoped to divert 25 percent of the city's
paper, cans, glass and other trash from landfills to be
reused.

The city hit that target within three years, but since
2001 the numbers have fallen to 22 percent, Johnston
said.  Less than a third of Chicago homes use the blue
bags.

The city announced another pilot program designed
to boost blue-bag participation in February.  Under
that program in the 47th Ward, residents can apply
free stickers to regular garbage cans that contain
recyclables.  The bags with stickers are pulled out at
sorting stations, just as blue bags are.  The pilot
program may be expanded citywide, city officials
said.

Recycling activists say the city would be better
served by a curbside program like those in Chicago
suburbs and in many cities.

Chicago's recycling rate puts it well behind national
pacesetters Seattle and Los Angeles but ahead of
several other large cities, including New York,
Boston, Dallas and Philadelphia, according to Waste
News, a trade publication.
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BOTTLE BILL
FORUM

OP-ED BY GREG MAXWELL,
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

At one time, recycling of post
consumer bottles, cans and paper
had to be accomplished by
keeping each commodity
separate. This inconvenience
caused many consumers not to
recycle. Consequently, some
states initiated bottle bill
legislation to target at least some
of the more common types of post
consumer beverage containers.
Unfortunately, the targeted bottle
bill commodities represent less
than 20% of post consumer
recyclable materials from a typical
household. Who decided to
choose only some recyclable

materials under deposit laws and
to omit others?  As a result, bottle
bill programs are always woefully
short of achieving sufficient post
consumer recycling, since they
typically omit the other 80% of
post consumer materials such as
plastic containers, paper,
newspapers and cardboard.

Fortunately in the new
millennium, post consumer
recyclable materials are no longer
required to be kept separate due
to new technology called single
stream recycling, that allows “all”
post consumer recyclable

materials to be collected mixed
together, negating the need for
separate handling of each
commodity. While bottle bill
programs seemed to make some
sense when recyclable materials
had to be handled separately,
bottle bill programs that only
target some of the recyclable
materials and require separate
handling of each commodity are
outdated. It is time to move on
and recognize that separate
handling of each commodity has
been replaced with new and more
efficient methods of handling post
consumer recyclable materials.
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DEPOSIT
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MODERN
TECHNOLOGY

DOMINICK'S AND WALGREENS TO PACK BUYS IN BLUE BAGS
BY DAN MIHALOPOULOS, TRIBUNE STAFF REPORTER


